
 

 

illmoore Fire Protection commenced business five years ago as a specialist fire 
protection contractor and is extremely proud of its successful working relationship with 
London Underground and associated companies.  

 
During this time, Hillmoore have carried out all forms of passive fire protection throughout the 

underground network including fire stopping, above ceiling cavity fire barriers, protection of structural 

steelwork, protection of ductwork and multiple fire surveys. They have in fact worked on over 150 stations.  

 

Their most challenging project so far however was to build a fire rated passenger tunnel with high quality 

specific aesthetic requirements within the entrance to Cannon Street Underground station. The critical main 

area of this was to be built in-situ within a four day programme over the Christmas shut down period - 

starting Boxing Day night. Adding to the complication was that the original agreed design which had 

already been accepted was in partnership with another company. This ‘partnership’ fell through in the last 

week of November.  

 

At this point, with less than four weeks to go, Hillmoore’s management along with the approval of the 

Project team of the main contractor, Laing O’Rourke, decided to re-design the construction of the tunnel, 

get LUL acceptance and still achieve the programme deadline. Having already worked on the station over a 

two year period, Laing O’Rourke had the confidence in Hillmoore that the tight programme could be 

achieved. 

 

 
 

The purpose of the tunnel is to achieve the safe transit of passengers from the street entrance into the 

main stairs, through the middle of a construction site. All around it being the main redevelopment of 

Cannon Street Station. The tunnel therefore had to be structurally sound, suitable for passenger loadings 

at peak times, relatively lightweight so as to not exceed the structural loading capacity of the existing 

station flooring, aesthetically pleasing, have additional framing behind the finished surface to take services 

fixings, and fire rated. Design had to be quick, as the only way to achieve programme was to get the 

majority of the construction materials pre cut and manufactured off-site and delivered ready to install.  

 

The fact that Hillmoore employ all of its labour directly also became a major benefit in the overall process. 

Not only did the design have to be carried out but it was to be built in four days using triple labour shifts 

over 24 hour working. Thankfully, the majority of Hillmoore’s site workforce agreed to give up their 

Christmas break and pull out all the stops to achieve the difficult and very tight programme.  
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